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Report of the Meeting
Sub-Committee on Environmental Issues, Global Warming, and Planting Billions of Trees throughout Asia

1-2 July 2009
Seoul, Korea
1. The Sub-Committee on Environmental Issues, Global Warming, and Planting Billions of Trees throughout Asia held its meeting on 1-2 July 2009 in Seoul, the Republic of Korea. APA Delegations from Afghanistan, Bahrain, Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Korea, Maldives, Mongolia, Pakistan, Palau, Saudi Arabia, Sri Lanka, Uzbekistan, Vietnam, Yemen, and Kazakhstan participated in this meeting. The list of participants is attached as Annex 1.

2.  Honorable Kim Hyong - O, Speaker of the Korean National Assembly, delivered his opening statement at the beginning of the meeting. Mr. Lee Byung-Wook, Vice        Minister of Environment of Korea delivered congratulatory remarks. Honorable Lee In Ki, Chairperson of the Special Committee on Climate Change in the Korean National Assembly was elected as the Chairperson; Honorable Salah Abdulrahman, Second Vice Chairman of the Bahrain Council of Representatives was elected as the Vice-Chairperson and Honorable Moosa Zameer, Member of the People's Majlis of Maldives was elected as the Rapporteur of the Sub-Committee.
3.  The list of documents before the Sub-Committee included:

· APA/Res/2008/03 of 29 November 2008, the Third APA Plenary Session Resolution on Environmental Issues, Global Warming, Climate Change and Planting Billions of Trees throughout Asia;

· SG/Rep/2009/07, dated 3 June 2009, the Report of the Secretary-General on Environmental Issues, Global Warming, and Planting Billions of Trees throughout Asia.

4. The Preliminary Report of the Secretary-General to the Sub-Committee on Environmental Issues, Global Warming, and Planting Billions of Trees throughout Asia contained in document SG/Rep/2009/07 had been forwarded to all APA Member Parliaments on 3 June 2009 and has been available on the website of the APA Secretariat ever since.

5.   The Sub-Committee welcomed the Report of the Secretary-General, SG/Rep/2009/07, and expressed appreciation for the manner in which it was submitted to the Sub-Committee for its consideration.
6. The Sub-Committee exchanged views on different elements and ideas in the Report of the Secretary-General with a view to pursuing its objectives. The Sub-Committee took note of the suggestions for further steps to be taken as mentioned in the Report of the Secretary-General. 

7. Participating delegates further made the following points:
a)  The negative impacts of wars on the environment should also be addressed. Some delegations referred to the US policies in Iraq and Afghanistan as well as the Israeli actions in Gaza and Lebanon as having led to environmental degradation in the region.  

b) 
A number of delegates referred to the challenges of extremism and terrorism in our societies and the way they have affected the degradation of the environment. 
c) The environmental challenges facing small islands and the need to address them were touched upon by a number of delegates.   
8. The Sub-Committee expressed appreciation to the Korean Assembly, particularly Honorable Kim Hyong - O, Speaker of the Korean National Assembly for his excellent leadership and organization of the meeting and the hospitality offered to all participants.
9. The Sub-Committee recommended the following draft resolution to the first APA Executive Council meeting of 2009, to be forwarded to the APA Plenary for its consideration:
Sub-Committee on

Environmental Issues, Global Warming, Climate Change and 

Planting Billions of Trees throughout Asia

Seoul, Republic of Korea

1-2 July 2009

Resolution 

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling the Resolution on Environmental Issues, Global Warming, Climate Change and Planting Billions of Trees throughout Asia, APA/Res/2008/03, dated 29 November 2008;

Welcoming the Report of the Secretary-General on Environmental Issues, Global Warming, and Planting Billions of Trees throughout Asia, contained in document SG/Rep/2009/07, dated 3 June 2009, to the Sub-Committee meeting on Environmental Issues, Global Warming, and Planting Billions of Trees throughout Asia held in Seoul, the Republic of Korea on 1-2 July 2009;
Recognizing the need to create a balance between the prerogatives for development of the Asian countries and protection of their environment;
Being concerned that people from the Asian developing countries, especially women and children living in poverty, are particularly vulnerable to the effects of climate change because of their limited capacity and resources to respond, and that this gives them a particular claim on the solidarity and support of the Asian developed countries; 

Noting that the development and deployment of renewable energies hold great promise in reconciling the increasing needs for energy, particularly in the developing world, and the ability of the environment to meet present and future needs;
Being aware that good governance is an indispensable tool for combining economic development and environmental protection;
Taking note of the deliberations of the Sub-Committee on Environmental Issues, Global Warming, and Planting Billions of Trees throughout Asia;

Expressing concern about the negative impacts of climate change in Asia;

Being aware of resource and infrastructure constraints of Asian developing countries in the fight against global warming; 

Recognizing the difficulties of wars and terrorism being waged in Asia due to which climate change impact is worsened and livelihoods are further impacted negatively;
Understanding the need for avoiding future water wars due to member country water distribution issues;
Recognizing the responsibility of developed countries and international institutions to special needs of Asian countries, particularly Asian developing countries, in their strive to deal with negative consequences of climate change effectively and reiterating the importance of devising a proper mechanism for technology transfer and financing clean technology from developed to developing countries to combat global warming;

Acknowledging the importance of cooperation among Asian countries to share data, experiences and best practices in dealing with the impacts of global warming and climate change in Asia through institutional partnerships, centers of excellence and academic institutions; 
 Encouraging the private sector most specifically multinationals (business community) to come forward and play its part in the fight against global warming;

Recognizing the disruption of maritime eco-system in coast areas and the danger of sea-level rise caused by climate change; 
Emphasizing the importance of environmental education and public awareness in APA countries;
Recognizing the need to adopt a strategy on climate change in Asia:  

Realizing the significance of achieving the targets defined by the Kyoto Protocol;

Encouraging the use of Compact Natural Gas (CNG) vehicles and alternative sources of energy such as solar, wind, biogas, etc; 
Stressing the importance of coordination among Asian countries during the climate change negotiations on the post-Kyoto regime; 

Encouraging participation of Asian parliamentarians in the national delegations participating in the climate change negotiations;

1. Urge APA Member Parliaments to take climate change as an important factor in all policy areas for Asian countries; and to call upon their respective governments as appropriate to adopt, in line with their national conditions as well as UNFCCC and UNEP recommendations, a strategy on climate change at the national level with the ultimate goal of achieving an Asian Strategy for Climate Change and its implementation;
2. Decide to promote environmental education and public awareness in countries of APA Member Parliaments;
3. Recommend APA Member Parliaments to exchange information and technological development for climate change and Planting Billions of Trees throughout Asia;
4. Welcome the results of the World Ocean Conference and Coral Triangle Initiative in Manado, Indonesia and encourage the parliaments and governments of the Asian countries to develop environmentally sound strategy for long-term conservation, management and sustainable use of marine living resources and coastal habitats based on reliable scientific assessments and internationally agreed goals, particularly for the most vulnerable communities that fully depend on marine resources for their livelihood;
5. Urge Member Parliaments to design a specific mechanism to oversee the implementation of the strategy on climate change including holding hearings and inviting specialists to review the implementation of the strategy and to devote adequate resources in the budget to combat global warming;
6. Emphasize the need for the unimpeded access of all Asian countries to advanced technologies to deal with negative consequences of climate change effectively,  reaffirm the principles of "common but differentiated responsibilities" contained in  UNFCCC and Kyoto Protocol, recognize the responsibility of developed countries and international institutions in this regard and encourage them to provide financial and technical assistance to less-developed countries in their efforts for an environmentally sustainable development;
7. Invite Member Parliaments to adopt binding emission reduction targets which do not negatively impact industrialization process;
8. Encourage Member Parliaments to adopt an energy policy including sustainable use of biofuels, determining yearly energy savings, promoting energy from renewable sources, implementing model low carbon consumption villages, encouraging alternative renewable fuels for the poor, recharging existing natural resources and improving energy efficiency;
9. Decide to establish an open-ended advisory group composed of 7 Member Parliaments, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Republic of Korea, Bahrain, Indonesia, Iran, and Pakistan within the Sub-Committee on Environment, to work on a common legislation on an Asian Strategy for Climate Change;
10. Encourage APA Member Parliaments to establish a sub-committee specifically on climate change in each Member Parliament;
11. Decide to promote the role of NGOs and civil society in any strategy to combat global warming including holding hearings with the participation of NGOs and civil society on issues related to climate change and sharing their best practices in the region;
12. Encourage the participation of Asian parliamentarians in the national delegations participating in the climate change negotiations to replace the Kyoto Protocol in 2009;
13. Call upon Member Parliaments to provide, on a voluntary periodical and consistent basis, the data concerning issues related to climate change and global warming to APA Secretariat to be compiled in a database for the reference and use by all Member Parliaments;
14. Invite Member Parliaments, in a position to do so, to provide assistance, technical and vocational training, upon request, to other APA members for the implementation of the goals and policies recommended in this resolution especially related to disaster management resulting from global warning environmental calamities;
15. Invite further Member Parliaments to present a report on a voluntary basis on their activities regarding ‘Planting Billions of Trees throughout Asia’ and the survival rates of the planted trees in the next session of the Sub-Committee;
16. Encourage the participation of Asian countries into Expo 2012 Yeosu, Korea to improve the oceanic environment;
17. Request the Secretary General to seek the views of Member Parliaments on the implementation of the present resolution and report thereon to the next session of the Sub-Committee in 2010 which will be held in a volunteer country or in the country of the President of APA.
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	Member Parliaments
	Delegates
	Companions

	1. Afghanistan
	Hon. Shafiqa NOORI
Hon. Haji zarin ZARIN
	

	2. Bahrain
	Hon. Dr. Salah ABDULRAHMAN

(Second Deputy Speaker)
	Ms. Areej MATOOQ (Companion)

	3. Cambodia
	Hon. TRY Chheang Huot

(Chairman of Commission on Environment)

Hon. LY Narun
Hon. CHHIT Kim Yeat

(Vice-Chairman of Commission on Energy)
	Mr. HOK Bunly (Assistant)

	4. China
	Hon. MA Wenpu
	Mr. HUANG He (Staff)
Mr. XU Yong (Staff)
Mr. SUN Yiliang (Staff)
Ms. HOU Dong (Staff)

	5. Indonesia
	Hon. Simon Patrice MORIN
	Mrs. Fatmawarti MORIN (Spouse)

	6. Iran
	Hon. Dr. Hadi MOGHADASI
Hon. Seyed Ali AGAZADEH DAFSARI
	

	7. Iraq
	Hon. Dr. Qusay AL-SUHAIL
Hon. Karem AL-YAQOOBI
	

	8. Jordan
	Hon. Bassam HADDADIN
Hon. Muhammad AQAL
	Mr. Othman ZARMA


(Secretary Officer)

	9. Korea
	Hon. LEE In Ki
(Chairman of the Special Committee on Climate Change

Hon. CHUNG Doo Un
Hon. Kim Choon Jin
Hon. Kim Hyo Seuk
Hon. KIM Jae Yun
Hon. KIM Sung Gon
Hon. KWON Sun Taik
Hon. PARK Joo Sun
Hon. LEE, DOO Ah

Hon. LEE  Jong Heuk
Hon. LEE Kyeong Jae
Hon. LEE Ju Young

Hon. LEE Hag Jae
Hon. AHN Hyo Dae
	

	10. Maldives
	Hon. Moosa ZAMEER
Hon. Hassan ADIL
	

	11. Mongolia
	Hon. GARDKHUU Bayarsaihan
	

	12. Pakistan
	Hon. Syed Inayat ALI SHAH
Hon. Marvi MEMON
Hon. Haji Muhammed ADEEL
Hon. Muhammed Jehangir BADAR
	

	13. Palau
	Hon. Wayne ANDREW
Hon. Horace RAFAEL
Hon. Surangel WHIPPS, JR.
	Mr. Wilbur WILLIAMS (Clerk)

	14. Saudi Arabia
	Hon. Dr. Jameel AL-KHAYRI
	Mr. Emad AL-SAHHAF (Consultant)

	15. Sri Lanka
	H.E.
Wijesinghe Jayaweera Mudiyanselage 


LOKUBANDARA
(Speaker)
	Mrs. M. P. LOKUBANDARA

(Secretary_Spouse)
Mr. W. J. M. D. Y. LOKUBANDARA

(Son)
Mr. L. K. SENEVIRATHNE

(Security Officer)
Mr. Dhammika KITULGODA

(Actg. Secretary General)

	16. Uzbekistan
	Hon. Polat REYMOV
Hon. Gofor ALIEV 

(Chairman of the Committee for ecology issue)
	

	17. Vietnam
	Hon. NGUYEN Lan Dung
Hon. LE Quang Huy
	

	18. Yemen
	Hon. Hassan Omar Mohamed SOWEID
Hon. Mohamed Saif Abdullatif AL-SHAMIRI
	


APA Observer Parliament
	Kazakhstan
	Hon. Zeinulla ALSHYMBAYEV
	


APA Secretariat 
	APA Secretariat
	Mr. Majid TAKHT RAVANCHI


(Assistant Secretary General)
	


* Please report any error in the above list to the APA Secretariat at:

Email:
secretariat@asianparliament.org
Fax:
(+98 21) 2269 4405-6
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